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6 Ecojustice Principles for Reading and Interpreting Scripture 

Norman C. Habel, "Guiding Ecojustice Principles," in Readings from the Perspective of 
Earth, ed. Norman C. Habel, The Earth Bible (Cleveland: Pilgrim Press, 2000), 2.



6 Ecojustice Principles 

1. The principle of intrinsic worth: The universe, Earth and all its components have 
intrinsic worth/value.

2. The principle of interconnectedness:  Earth is a community of interconnected 
living things that are mutually dependent on each other for life and survival.

3. The principle of voice:  Earth is a subject capable of raising its voice in celebration 
and against injustice.

Norman C. Habel, "Guiding Ecojustice 
Principles," in Readings from the Perspective 
of Earth, ed. Norman C. Habel, The Earth 
Bible (Cleveland: Pilgrim Press, 2000), 2.



6 Ecojustice Principles 

4. The principle of purpose:  The universe, Earth and all its components are part of a 
dynamic cosmic design within which each piece has a place in the overall goal of 
that design.

5. The principle of mutual custodianship:  Earth is a balanced and diverse domain 
where responsible custodians can function as partners with, rather than rulers 
over, Earth to sustain its balance and a diverse Earth community.

6. The principle of resistance:  Earth and its components not only suffer from human 
injustices but actively resist them in the struggle for justice.

Norman C. Habel, "Guiding Ecojustice 
Principles," in Readings from the Perspective 
of Earth, ed. Norman C. Habel, The Earth 
Bible (Cleveland: Pilgrim Press, 2000), 2.
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Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

 V. 3:  They will be called oaks of 
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to 
display his glory.

• What does it mean to be an “oak of 
righteousness” when it comes to 
environmental justice?  What does it 
mean for the church to be made up of 
“oaks of righteousness”?

• Might we think of our church’s ecology
ministry as a “planting of the Lord”?

• How does our eco-ministry display God’s
glory? Give examples of what is being
done that “brings good news to the
oppressed, binds up the brokenhearted, 
proclaims liberty to the captives, and 
releases the prisoners.”

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
Principle of purpose!
Principle of resistance!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quercus_douglasii
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

 V. 4: They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, the 
devastations of many generations.

• Notice the notion of tikkun olam –
repairing the world – in this verse.

• Did you know that urban tree health is
one of the key indicators of a healthy
city?

• An abundance of healthy trees in a 
neighborhood raises property values, reduces 
water run-off, correlates with crime reduction, 
and creates a welcoming atmosphere.

• In other words, “oaks of righteousness” are
not just for far-off forests.  Urban forests are 
key to helping restore cities.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 
CC BY-SA

Principle of interconnectedness!
Principle of mutual custodianship!

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Burlingame_city_of_trees.JPG
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

 V. 11: For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to 
spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up before 
all the nations.

• Isaiah compares Godself with a garden, 
with Earth itself!  Which means, 
conversely, sacredness is ascribed to 
Earth.

• Notice the agency of Earth here – it is 
not passive.  

• Verbs: brings forth, causes to spring up

Principle of intrinsic worth!
Principle of voice/agency!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/oakleyoriginals/3620652747
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Psalm 126

 V. 4: Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the 
watercourses in the Negeb.

• The Negev was a semi-arid region of 
Israel that received just enough rain to 
sustain agriculture.

• When you’re living in a desert wilderness, 
even a stream feels like abundance.

• How are we caring for our local streams
and watercourses? What can our
church do to participate in sustaining
these important bodies of water that
sustain life for us and so many species?

Principle of interconnectedness!
Principle of mutual custodianship!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

http://preachingthenewlectionary.com/category/advent/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


Psalm 126

 V. 6: Those who go out weeping, bearing the 
seed for sowing, shall come home with 
shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves.

• This is a vision of grief and hope, 
inextricably tied with caring for the land.

• In what ways have we sown seeds and
watered them with our own tears?
Seeds of justice, seeds of healing, seeds
of recovery.

• There is divine promise here –
abundance will follow faithful and even 
mournful planting, with just a handful of 
seeds.

Principle of purpose!
Principle of resistance!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ciat/6315319730
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Luke 1:46b-55

 Mary’s Magnificat • Might we imagine Earth singing 
alongside and even through Mary’s 
voice?  

• Since Mary is a child of Earth, and a 
daughter of agrarian peasants, what 
significance does her song have for her 
people rooted in an agrarian economy 
suffering under extractive powers?

• Who are the “lowly” ones in Creation 
that sing along with Mary, envisioning 
God’s favor for them?  God’s feeding 
them? God scattering those who oppress 
them?
Principle of interconnectedness!
Principle of voice!
Principle of resistance!



Reconsidering Mary’s Magnificat as it applies to moral obligations 
within the biotic realm and environmental justice issues

Are animals “the lowly”? How about mountains? Ecosystems? 

How far down the food chain and how far afield should we go?

In what ways does the interconnectedness of the water cycle, food web, air 
currents, and local/global economic systems impinge on how we live, work, 
buy, drive, get our energy?



 This applies both in the other-than-human as 
well as the strictly human realm. For example, 
human fetuses, children, and women are 
biologically and historically among the most 
vulnerable of human beings. Their needs would 
be prioritized when making decisions.

 In the biotic cycle, the most basic building 
blocks of life on a cellular and microbiotic level 
must be considered, and any activity that 
threatens them would be avoided.



 Thus, rather than determining the 
rightness of a human activity from the 
top down (i.e., those in power 
protecting and promoting their 
immediate self-interest and 
gratification), we would gauge it from 
the bottom up. 

 In other words, if it’s not good for the 
children, the fish in the sea, or the 
microbes in the soil, an inverted pyramid 
of care dictates that it should not be 
done. 

 Stated in a positive way, the “least of 
these” are what Jesus has said are most 
sacred, so whatever promotes their 
health and well-being fulfills the divine 
command of caring for them.



Who Is My Neighbor? Mapping a Preacher’s Eco-Location

Creation-Crisis Preaching: Ecology, Theology, and the Pulpit (Chalice Press, 2015).

See Chapter 4 for ideas for “mapping” your neighbors in 
Creation in and around your church.



Great resource for talking about creation, climate and justice

Co-edited by Leah D. Schade and Margaret Bullitt-Jonas

21 essays by religious environmental activists

Spiritual, scriptural, faith-inspired wisdom for facing the 
climate crisis

Study questions

Spiritual practices

Lots of sermon themes and illustrations!





Final thoughts

Proclaim the Good News!

• Share stories of where people ARE 
acting to protect God’s Creation

• Show how we can participate in 
God’s redemption of Earth

• Not false hope, but authentic hope

• Preach God’s Eco-resurrection!

Rev. Dr. Leah D. Schade; lschade@lextheo.edu
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